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LAC: 80% of its population living in cities
• one of the most urbanized regions globally;
• crucial for climate action: contributing to GHG emissions 

while also being vulnerable to climate change impacts. 

Cities in LAC: generate about 80% of the region's GDP
• making them essential for climate-resilient development;
• They are centers of innovation and policy experimentation.

The importance of urban content in NDCs
And the role of MINURVI in enhancing 

climate action
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Current Status of Urban Content in NDCs in LAC

Global Overview

• 1/3 of NDCs have strong

urban content;

• But 2/3 have moderate, low,

or no urban content;

• Over 70 countries have

endorsed the Coalition for

High Ambition Multilevel

Partnerships (CHAMP)

initiative.

LAC Region Status

• The performance in urban

content varies;

• Colombia stands out as a

regional leader, rated 'A' for

its strong urban focus

• Other LAC countries show

potential for improvement in

their NDCs.
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Actual rates

Rating A: Strong Urban Content

• One or more sections dedicated to urban áreas

• Identify urban areas as priority sectors (energy, transport, and 
waste management). 

• Excludes NDCs that do not back up prioritization with a clear
identification of specific urban challenges and/or responses.

• These NDCs provide detailed urban mitigation and adaptation
strategies, clearly outline urban climate challenges, and 
propose specific urban responses. 

Example: Colombia is rated A for its strong urban focus, 

highlighting its leadership in integrating urban content into its
climate strategies.
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Rating B: Moderate Urban Content

• NDCs that mention urban areas within the body of the text
but do not provide the detailed focus. 

• Identify urban issues but lack specific sections or detailed
plans dedicated to urban areas.

• Acknowledge the importance of urban areas in climate
action, but do not provide extensive details or specific
strategies for urban mitigation and adaptation. 

• They may include general references to urban challenges
and responses without in-depth analysis or prioritization.

Example: Cuba is rated B, indicating some level of urban

focus, but with significant room for improvement.

Actual rates
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Rating C: Low or No Urban Content

• NDCs that have low or no explicit urban content. 

• May mention municipal or local issues generically but do not
differentiate between urban and rural contexts or provide
specific urban strategies.

• Lack a clear focus on urban areas and do not identify specific
urban challenges or responses. 

• They may include broad climate strategies that do not explicitly
address the unique needs and opportunities of urban
environments.

Example: Denmark is an example of a country with currently no or

low levels of urban content in its NDC.

Actual rates
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Country Rate
Argentina B
Bahamas B
Barbados B
Belize B
Bolivia B
Brazil B
Chile B
Costa Rica B
Cuba B
Dominica B
Guatemala B
Guyana B
Haiti B
Mexico B
Nicaragua B
Saint Kitts and Nevis B
Saint Lucia B

Country Rate
Antigua and Barbuda C
Grenada C
Jamaica C
Peru C
Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines C
Trinidad and Tobago C

Actual rates in LAC

Country Rate
Colombia A
Dominican Republic A
Ecuador A
El Salvador A
Honduras A
Panama A
Paraguay A
Suriname A
Uruguay A
Venezuela A



www.unhabitat.org

The Opportunity for LAC 
Countries

1. Identify Gaps in Urban Focus
Identify specific areas where LAC NDCs lack urban focus,
such as transport, buildings, and waste management.

2. Sustainable Urban Planning
LAC's continuing urban growth presents opportunities for
sustainable urban planning and development.

3. Reduce Climate Vulnerabilities
Many LAC cities face unique climate risks, creating urgency
for urban-focused adaptation strategies.

4. Economic Benefits
High potential to economic gains from green urban
development, job creation, and increased resilience.
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MINURVI's Role in 
Improving NDCs

1 Direct Access
MINURVI members often have direct lines of 
communication with national climate policymakers.

2 Policy Expertise
Ministers possess deep knowledge of urban 
development challenges and opportunities in their 
countries.

3 Regulatory Power
Ability to shape building codes, land-use policies, and 
other urban regulations that impact on climate action.
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Key Strategies for Ministries

Inter-ministerial Collaboration
Establish formal mechanisms for collaboration 
with UNFCCC focal points, including inter-
ministerial working groups and regular meetings.

Urban Content Assessment
Conduct a comprehensive review of urban content 
in current NDCs, identifying gaps and areas for 
improvement.

Sector Identification
Focus on high-impact urban areas such as 
sustainable transport, energy-efficient buildings, 
and urban waste management.
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Capacity Building 
and Resources

Workshops
Organize regional workshops on integrating urban 
content into NDCs.

Online Courses
Develop e-learning platforms for continuous education 
on  urban climate action.

Expert Consultations
Provide access to international urban climate experts
for targeted advice.



www.unhabitat.org

Regional Collaboration 
Opportunities

1 LAC Urban Climate Action Network
Propose the creation of a regional platform for knowledge 
sharing and collaboration on urban climate initiatives.

2 Annual MINURVI Climate Focus Meeting
Suggest an annual gathering to share progress, 
challenges, and best practices in urban climate action.

3 City-to-City Partnerships
Encourage twinning programs for direct knowledge 
transfer and collaboration on urban climate projects.

4 Joint Regional Initiatives
Identify opportunities and develop a unified LAC urban 
position for international climate negotiations.
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Next Steps for MINURVI 
Members

August 2024 Present initial findings from urban 

content assessments at next 

MINURVI meeting

December 2024 Develop draft urban components 

for NDC updates

February 2025 Finalize urban content for NDC 

submissions

November 2025 Showcase progress at COP30 in 

Belém, Brazil
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